
Feature Explanation

Hover Speech ● is turned on as a default when you open the 
toolbar

● when turned on the program will begin to 
read any passage you hover over, until you 
click stop

Speak Current Selection ● reads a highlighted passage
● will not work when Hover Speech is clicked 

on

Stop Speech ● stops reading function (both Hover Speech 
& Current Selection)

Translate Word ● translation of selected word into Spanish or 
French (*Default is Spanish)

● changing language selection in Google Docs 
Read & Write settings, also sets language in 
online toolbar

Dictionary ● defines selected word

Picture Dictionary ● defines selected word with images which 
can be copied/pasted or saved

Fact Finder ● Google search for selected word

Highlighters ● select & highlight sections of text

Clear Highlights ● select & erase a previous highlight

Collect Highlights ● creates a separate document to sort 
highlights by colour or position in a 
document

Vocabulary List ● creates a separate document with a 
vocabulary list (with picture & word 
definitions), made up of highlighted words in 
the document

Simplify ● allows you to simplify text from a website 
(reduce complexity by hitting “-” sign)

Read & Write Features Online

Created by Melissa Roth, Teacher-Librarian & Special Education Teacher, U.G.D.S.B.
Authorized Google Education Trainer

Read & Write appears 
in the corner of the 
address bar when you 
are online.

When you click on it, the toolbar 
below appears.

Hover Speech

Speak the 
current 
Selection

Stop Speech

Translate Word

Simplify

Picture 
Dictionary

Dictionary

Fact Finder

Highlighters

Clear 
Highlights

Collect Highlights

Vocabulary 
List

Set speed, 
voice & 
translation 
language 
(* default is 
Spanish)

Pause


